
 

 

 

From the Smallest to One Greater Than Oneself   

  

 

 

We are all familiar with the expression out of the mouths of babes. Although we know 

that this is not always the case, we have to admit that the wisdom of these little ones often 

has the ability to bring us back to the essential, to what is really important. 

I’m thinking of the day when I recently received the parents and their two children aged 3 

and 4 for their first family workshop. After I greeted them the mother asked her 2 boys to 

introduce themselves by name. Taken aback by the silence of the children the parents 

firmly insisted that they should obey, threatening to punish the boys if they didn’t comply 

and that they would return home immediately. 

Visibly uncomfortable and short of solutions, the parents looked at me for a brief 

moment, then relieved, immediately accepted my invitation to us adults to act as role 

models by miming our introduction. Intrigued by the scene the children slowly 

approached indicating that they too wanted to play. Suddenly, to everyone's surprise and 

similar to a rallying cry, the oldest one exclaimed: “I am a human, everyone is human, 

human dad, human mom, etc.” causing a great outburst of laughter, astonishment and 

approval. 

In all his naiveté and without realizing it doesn't this little boy engender the need to look 

up to someone “greater than oneself?” Of course he does! By choosing to ignore his 

parents' injunction to identify himself by the name, which would have only meant to 

name what he had in common with his entourage, he agreed to break the silence. 

Moreover, it should be noted that he only spoke after feeling he was in a place of trust as 

demonstrated by the understanding and openness to the shared pleasure his parents began 

to show him. 

When I think of the challenges thrust upon us by our societies where we encourage 

lifestyles based on individualism, the candour of this “child's words” should resonate in 

all of us as an urgent call to raise our level of collective consciousness. It is important that 

the “I” does not always take precedence over the “we.” 

Let us now apply this principle of the “greater than oneself” to the development of the 

mother’s bond of attachment with her child. 
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As Christians and at the example of the Venerable Rosalie Cadron-Jetté, Mercy 

constitutes for us one of the most sacred values that exist. On the one hand it requires that 

we allow ourselves to be profoundly touched, in an almost organic way, by the suffering 

of our neighbour, but, on the other hand, that we take concrete actions such as the 

practice of the “acts of mercy” – to relieve the suffering of the person. 

The theory of Attachment defines the concept of “maternal sensitivity” as: “the ability to 

adequately perceive and interpret the signals given by the child and the capacity to 

respond quickly and appropriately. If at first sight this notion may seem abstract, we 

quickly realize that it refers to a multitude of observations and actions that mothers deal 

with on a daily basis.” 

In terms of caring for a child, and depending on his or her level of dependence and 

vulnerability, even more so to those needed by a baby, Mercy and maternal sensitivity are 

definitely compatible. This similarity is not only due to the skills and the know-how they 

require but also to the fact that they share and embody the same set of universal human 

values such as: the gift of self, empathy, compassion, hospitality, acceptance, respect, 

listening, caring, love of others, kindness, commiseration, etc. 

By giving priority to establishing a strong bond with her child a mother directly 

contributes to the evolution of the human species and the construction of a better world. 

In the same way, daily life with children is filled with opportunities to cultivate the spirit 

of mercy and the human values associated with it. 

Taking on the role of parenting is almost always accompanied by the questioning of one's 

priorities, values, beliefs and the meaning one gives to his/her life. It can also be 

conducive to a spiritual journey. 

 It is more than certain that after having lived the life of a mother, the values of 

unconditional welcoming, listening, sensitivity, generosity, closeness, commitment and 

many more, occupied a special place at the heart of the Charism received by the 

foundress of the Misericordia Sisters for the accomplishment of her divine mission on 

earth. 

 

 


